interconnecting means comprise at least iiwo rows of 
alternating projections and recesses j/sa id projections and 
recesses being of substantially th6 same dimension, and a 
raised sealing member positioned adjacent to said rows of 
alternating projections and l/recesses , and wherein said 
interconnecting means on/said top and bottom edges are 
symmetrically arranged^whereby said insulating construction 
member can be interconnected with a like member in a bi- 
directional or .reversible manner. — 



REMARKS 
Claims 1 to 5, 8 to 13 and 16 to 22 are in the 

case. 

In the Action, the Examiner has objected to the 
drawings in paragraph 1 of the Action. Applicant has taken 
this opportunity to delete previous claims 14 and 15 from the 
application. Claim 14 recited the features of the "at least 
one tapering wall" whereas claim 15 (not claim 16 as noted in 
the Action) recited the feature of the "conical 
configuration". As these claims have now been deleted from 
the application, Applicant believes that the Examiner's 
drawing objection is overcome. 

The Examiner has further objected to the drawings 
in paragraph 2 of the Action. In view of this rejection, the 
feature of the "web permitting adjustability of a distance 
between insulating construction members" has been deleted 
from claim 17 and thus the Examiner's drawing objection on 



f) 



this point is overcome. 

The Examiner's objection to the specification 
under 35 U.S.C. SS112 (paragraph 3), is also believed 
overcome as the feature of the web permitting adjustability- 
has been deleted from the claims. 

The error noted for disclosure page 11, line 18, 
(paragraph 4 of the Action) has been amended; i.e. "grooves 
3 0" has been amended to read — projections 30 — . 

As claim 17 has been amended to delete the feature 
of the web permitting adjustability, the Examiner's rejection 
of claim 17 under 35 U.S.C. SS112 (paragraph 5 of Action) has 
been overcome. ' 

Looking at paragraph 6 of the Action and the 
Examiner's objection to claims 1 and 4, Applicant comments as 
follows. The use of the term "bi-directional" in the present 
application is intended to mean in either direction 
longitudinally whereas the term "reversible" is intended to 
mean top to bottom, or top to top; i.e. the insulating 
members can be interconnected top to bottom or bottom to top 
as well as in either direction along the longitudinal axis. 

With respect to the Examiner ' s objection to claim 
17 due to the lack of antecedent for "said web means"; the 
amendment to this claim overcomes this objection. 

In the Action, the Examiner has applied two 
references, namely Beliveau '44 6 and Horobin '969 and has 
rejected various of the claims in view of these references 
(paragraphs 8 and 9 of the Action) . In paragraph 10 of the 
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Action, the Examiner indicates that claims 7 to 9 contain 
allowable subject matter over the references cited and would 
be allowed if rewritten in independent form. 



opportunity to amend claim 1 to include the subject matter of 
previous claims 6 and 7 therein; previous claims 6 and 7 have 
thus been deleted as redundant. As claims 2 to 5, 8 to 13 
and 16 to 20, in their amended form, all depend either 
directly or indirectly from amended claim 1, Applicant 
submits that these claims are also in good order and overcome 
the references cited. 



application and these new claims basically correspond to 
previous claims 8 and 9 re-written in an independent form. 
As the Examiner has indicated that such claims would be 
allowable, Applicant submits that new claims 21 and 2 2 are 
also allowable over the references cited. 

The prior art made of record, but not relied on by 
the Examiner, has been noted. 

Applicant believes that this application is now in 
condition for allowance and early action to this end is 
earnestly solicited. 



In view of the above, Applicant has taken this 



New claims 21 and 2 2 have been added to the 
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